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Board Policy 6:60 Curriculum Content

Board policy 6:60 “Curriculum Content” is a policy that has attracted a lot of attention over the
course of the past year.  Newspapers, radio programs, TV stations, etc. have more commonly
referred to this as the “Sex Education Policy.”  Some parents locally, statewide, and nationwide
have primarily expressed concern about this policy due to beliefs that the policy would require
the teaching of concepts/content that were not “age appropriate” and/or would require the
teaching of concepts/content that simply should not be focused on in the public school setting.
These opinions are based on material that is embedded within the National Sex Education
Standards (NSES), which are referenced in the policy.  However, what has seemingly been lost
in press releases regarding this policy is the fact that local governing bodies (school boards)
have the right to approve policy that allows their respective school districts to teach their own
curriculums, they have the right to offer a curriculum that is not based from the National Sex
Education Standards, as long as the board approved curriculums do not directly contradict
NSES.  Simply put…school districts can develop their own health curriculums that take into
account past practice, community values, etc.

Many districts in Illinois approved board policy related to this as early as the month of February
during last school year.   At the time, PES Dist. 115 did not.  It was understood that more
information could/should be provided to school districts that might impact policy approval, so
PES chose to wait to approve policy 6:60 until just recently.  Like most other school districts,
PES Dist. 115 chose to “opt out” of the specific National Sex Education Standards.  PES will
continue to “implement a comprehensive health education program in accordance with State
law,” that mimics a curriculum that has been in place at PES for as many as 25 years.

Should you have any questions about policy 6:60, please feel free to call me at the district office
at 815-875-3162.

Blackboard Communication System-Inclement Weather and Announcements

I have a feeling that I will run the following article in the coming years, around this time each
year…I know that I ran a version of this article last year at this time, and the time to talk (and
plan!) about “winter weather” should probably be now even though we might not want to think
about it yet!!!!

In order to expand communications with our school community, we will continue to offer
Blackboard Connect as a means of communicating with our staff and parents/guardians.
Specifically, this communication will be beneficial in the event of school closings and
cancellations, and it will be the digital medium of communication that the district will use for
those inclement weather situations.   With “the click of a button,” Blackboard Connect will allow



the district to deliver consistent and detailed text, voicemail, and email messages all at the same
time.  It is our sincere hope that our communications with you will be effective and timely.

If you are not yet on Blackboard Connect, please contact your child’s attendance center, and
office staff can assist you with signing-up.  Even though we hope to not have to use this service
for a long time, changing seasons and inclement weather will soon be upon us!!!

As I restated in last year’s article, Blackboard will be the platform used for calling potential snow
days in the future.  Yes, some local radio and TV stations will still be used as more “traditional”
ways of communicating these closings, but the one, guaranteed platform that will be used first
and foremost for these days will be Blackboard.  Please be advised that text alerts through BCR
Alerts that have been used in the past will not be used for future snow day closings and
cancellations.

Again, if you have not yet signed-up for Blackboard notifications, I would encourage you to do
so as soon as possible by contacting office staff at your child/children’s attendance center.  Let’s
all hope for a mild winter in Illinois so that we don’t have to use any snow days!!!  As I have said
before…I know students tend to “welcome” those days, but the weather that comes with them is
often very “unwelcomed!”

I hope you all have very safe, fun, and relaxing Halloween, Thanksgiving, and Christmas
seasons!!!  I should have another newsletter coming your way before the Christmas break, but
should it not come until January…Enjoy the time with family and friends!!!


